count in the indictment was upon the story of Le Cheval de
Pierre, et les Officiers Municipaux. This I am told it was
which alarmed the Literary Sensitives. The sound of the
footsteps of the Marble Statue in Don Juan upon the boards
of the stage never produced a more awful sense of astonish-
ment in that part of the audience who were fixed all eyes and
ears upon its entrance, than this Cheval de Pierre produced
among the Board of Expurgators. After this I ought not to
be surprised if the Publishers were to be served with a
notice that the Lord Mayors of London and York, and the
simple Mayors of every corporate town in England, re-
formed or unreformed, having a Magistrate so called,
whether gentle or simple, had instituted proceedings against
them for Scandalum Magnatum. This, however, I have the
satisfaction of knowing, that Miss Graveairs smiled in good
humour when she heard the Chapter read; the only serious
look put on was at the quotation from Pindar, as if suspect-
ing there might be something in the Greek which was not
perfectly consistent with English notions of propriety. No-
thing, however, could be more innocent than that Greek.
And, even after what has passed, she would agree with me
that this Chapter, which made the Elders blush, is one which
Susanna would have read as innocently as it was written.
Nevertheless I say, O tempora ! O mores ! uttering the
words exultantly, not in exprobration. I congratulate the
age and the British Public. I congratulate my Country-
men, my Country-women, and my Country-children. I
congratulate Young England upon the March of Modesty !
How delightful that it should thus keep pace with the March
of Intellect 1 Redeunt Saturnia regna. In these days Liber-
ality and Morality appear hand-in-hand upon the stage like
the Two Bangs of Brentford; and Piety and Profit have
kissed each other at religious Meetings.
We have already a Family Shakespeare; and it cannot be
supposed that the hint will always be disregarded which Mr.
Matthew Gregory Lewis introduced so properly some forty
years ago into his then celebrated novel called the Monk, for
a Family Bible, upon the new plan of removing all passages
that could be thought objectionable on the score of indeli-
cacy. We may look to see Mr. Thomas Moore's Poems
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